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STUDY MADE OF CUR MIGRANT 
SHOBBIRIIS IN SCUTH APIZRICA 

In view of additiorial protection recectly ac- 

corded shorebirds in this country by amendment to the regulations under the 

migratory-bird treaty act, a new bulletin just issued by the United States De- 

partment of Agriculture-- “Our Migrant Shorebirds in Southern South America!‘--is 

of special significance. Many of the birds migrating between the United States ._. 

end Csnada and protected under the treaty IX&~ extended journeys each year and 

winter in southern South America. 

Of the many ‘species of North Americsn shorebirds, there slxe only 12 that 

do not visit South America part of the year, 2nd no fewer than 24 species pass 

a8 far south as Argentina and.Chile. In spite. of ample protection .during their 

breeding season, many of these birds h2,d been decreasing in numbers to such 6n 

2,l?ming extent that the Bureau of Diological Survey sent Dr. aoxander Wet- 

more, outhor of*the new bulletin, 2nd now assisfp,nt secretary of the Smith- 

sonian Institution, to South ATerice. to investigate t’ne conditions encountered 

P y our s’lzorebirds in their winter homes. 
i 
i. Legislation for the protection of ‘birds in t’ne republics Of Southern 

Sokh -tlnerica, it was found, is in somewhat the ssme stage es in the United 

St&es 30 years sgo. A number of conservation laws have been placed on the 

s,ts.tute books, but the public generally has not as yet been e&ceted suffi- 

ciently to their observpnce. This laxity, says Doctdr Wetmore, is due ?eTtly 

to the fact that extensive settlement end development, with consequent excessive 
I. .e hunting, has been comparatively recent, and ~+g.rtly to the large proportion Of 

colonists from the south of %rope, in parts of wkich itilling is still a ssnc- 

tio&d custom end where sentiment for the p&tection of birds, particularly the 

smeller species, is notr,bly wanting. Consequently, a num3er of the most valu- 
. 

able end desirable of the shorebirds Qat seek winter homes in South America 

s.re being destroyed in inordinate numbers, 2 condition that renders ineffective 

to a certain degree the protection afforded them in this co-try and Cenada. 
* 

Copies of the reyort of the investigations (Technical Bulletin 26-T) may 

obtained from the United St&as De&rtment &Agriculture, .Washington, D. C. 
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